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ONE GOD, ONE STORY

Bible: Luke 1 and 2
The Jesus Storybook Bible: He's Here! pages 176-183

Who appeared to Mary and what message did he bring?
What did God send to rescue the world? (a baby)
Describe where the baby was born.

What name did Mary and Joseph give the baby, and what did it mean?

What do you think it would have been like to be a cow in the stable
when Jesus was born?

Ok, so it's not Christmas, but the story of Christmas applies to our lives
every day. Gather all the bath robes, towels, and props you can think of to
use as you retell the story of Christmas. Parents read the story as everyone
dresses up like the main people in the story and act it out. Also, see if you
can find a feeding trough to serve as a manager. After you have read the
story and it has been acted out, talk about what it would have been like to
have been each person in the story: Joseph, Mary, etc. What do you think
Mary felt when she placed baby Jesus in a feed through? Variation: Parents,
fold a sheet of white paper in quarters. In each quarter, illustrate a scene
from the story; stick figures work. Cut the paper into four pieces, and ask
your child to put the story in order. Ask your child to retell the story using
the drawings.

Thank God for sending his Son, Jesus. Tell God how it feels to know he sent
someone to rescue you.
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READ IT:
Bible: Luke 4:1-13; Luke 5:1-11; Luke 5:27-32; Luke 6:12
The Jesus Storybook Bible: Let's Go! Pages 208-213

TALK ABOUT IT

e Where did Jesus go after he was baptized, and who met him
there?

e Satan tried to get Jesus to follow his plan and not God's plan.
What did Jesus tell Satan when he tried to get him off track?

e Jesus called twelve men to help him. What were the helpers'
(disciples’) hearts filled with when they looked at Jesus?

DO IT: FOLLOW THE LEADER

Jesus called twelve men to follow him. Those men simply heard
Jesus’ call and left everything. Let's practice following by playing the
game "Follow the Leader.”

Directions: Parents, let everyone have a turn following and leading.
Then, talk about which role was best and which was most difficult:
leader or follower. Use this time to talk about the attitudes the
disciples had when they followed Jesus.

PRAY ABOUT IT

Thank God for giving us the Bible which is full of stories about God's
love for us. Tell God what you love about the stories you have read.
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ONE GOD, ONE STORY

Bible: Matthew 14:13-21 or Luke 9:10-17
The Jesus Storybook Bible: Filled Full, pages 244-249

TALK ABOUT IT

e How did the disciples respond to the hungry people? How did Jesus respond
to the hungry people?

e What did the little boy offer Jesus, and what did Jesus do with it?

* How many people were fed? What fed them: the food, the message, or both?

* Imagine being there. What would you have thought when you saw Jesus taking
very little and making much?

* \Was this situation a problem or an opportunity?

DO IT: PICNIC QUILT

The people had a picnic of sorts. Okay, so they only had fish and bread, but if you
were hungry, that would be a feast. Let's make a “picnic quilt” to help us remember
this story.

Materials: four sheets of construction paper, a large sheet of poster paper or
newspaper, scissors, and crayons or markers.

Directions: Cut each of the sheets of construction paper into a total of 16 squares
that are 4" x 4." Parents, you may need to help. Brainstorm a list of people and
things you would have seen if you had been at the feeding of the 5,000 (i.e. fish,
bread, Jesus, lake, hill, children). On each individual piece of construction paper,
illustrate one of the things you brainstormed. When you are finished, you will have
decorated 16 pieces of construction paper. Spread the newspaper or poster out
and glue the 16 pieces onto the newspaper in a quilt pattern. Hang it up in your
room as a reminder of the way in which God provided for the 5,000.

PRAY ABOUT IT

Thank God for the food he gives you every day. Tell him what food you love the
most. Ask him to show you how to share what you have with other people. Ask him
to open your eyes to problems that can be opportunities.
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Bible: Luke 23:26-56
The Jesus Storybook Bible: The Sun Stops Shining, pages 302-309

TALK ABOUT IT

® The Roman soldiers were charged with carrying out the orders to crucify
Jesus. Describe the cruel ways Jesus was treated before he was crucified.

* How does this BIG IDEA, that Jesus loves you so much he stayed on the
cross for you, make you feel?

* How do you think it would have felt to have been at the cross the day Jesus
was crucified...for you?

DO IT: CRUCIFIXION ETCHING

Jesus paid the biggest price ever, his life, just for us. It is amazing that from that
very dark day in Jesus' life, we have such a bright life. Let's etch a crucifixion
scene to remember the dark day that gave us life.

Materials: white construction paper, crayons, and a popsicle stick or toothpick.
Directions: Color the construction paper with bright crayons in random
patterns. You can make stripes, blocks, or any pattern you like, but fill the
paper with color. Press hard to make a thick layer of crayon all over the paper.
Next, using a black crayon on its side, rub the black crayon all over the colors
until the entire paper has been covered in black. Then using a popsicle stick

or toothpick, scratch a crucifixion scene onto the paper. The bright colors will
show through the black revealing a rainbow colored cross, light from darkness.

PRAY ABOUTIT

John 3:16 tells us that God loved us so much that he sent his Son, Jesus, just for
you! WOW! Spend time thinking about the greatness of God's love. Tell God
how much his love means to you.
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READ IT
Bible: Mark 16:1-13 and Luke 24:1-12
The Jesus Storybook Bible: God's Wonderful Surprise, pages 310-317

TALK ABOUT IT

e This story has a lot of action. Here is a list of all the things that happened. Let's put
itin order from first to last.
a. Mary ran all the way to the city.
b. Jesus was crucified on a cross.
c. Before sunrise, on the third day, God sent an earthquake and the huge stone
rolled away.
d. Jesus appeared to Mary in the garden.
e. Mary Magdalene and other women headed to the tomb to wash Jesus’ body.
f. An angel appeared to the women at the tomb with a message that Jesus was
not dead anymore!
g. Mary shared the good news with her friends.
h. Jesus was buried in a tomb and a stone was put in front of it.

e What would have surprised you the most if you had been there that day?
e Why do you think this event is like major big time in the life of a Christ follower?

DO IT: COMIC STRIP

Let's make a comic strip to tell this great story.

Materials: white construction paper and crayons or colored pencils

Directions: With the paper turned long ways or horizontal, or “hotdog” style, draw a
nine square grid. In the center put the title, “The Resurrection.” Using the remaining
eight squares, illustrate each of the scenes above. Then color and decorate. Variation:
Using index cards, draw each of the scenes above for your child (one per card) and
then play a game putting them in order and talking about them.

PRAY ABOUT IT

What good news... Jesus is alive! The news that Jesus had overcome death to give
them life made Mary and her friends really happy. Think about what this good news
means to you. Talk to God about your thoughts.



